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WHY IS THIS SUBJECT IMPORTANT?

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of 
God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the 
Jew, then to the Gentile.
ROMANS 1:16



WHY IS THIS SUBJECT IMPORTANT?

I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called 
you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really 
not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and 
want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel 
from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we 
have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said 
before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!
GALATIANS 1:6-9



FALSE
GOSPELS
EXPOSED



WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?

1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached 
to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which 
also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to 
you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that 
He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-5
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The Gospel is:
PLANNED
BY GOD

BEFOREHAND

PLANNED FROM ETERNITY PAST

Acts 4:27; Matthew 26:55-56; John 19:34-36; 

Why is this good news?
• God is not reactive but proactive
• God’s plans are never thwarted
• God is not taken aback by the actions of men
• Satan cannot frustrate the plans of God
• Calvary was  not just anticipated by God, it was 

ordained by Him

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.27
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.27
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.55-56
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.55-56
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.34-36
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.34-36


The Gospel is:
PLANNED
BY GOD

BEFOREHAND

DISTORTED BY OPEN THEISM

“The God of the Bible displays an openness to the future 
(i.e. ignorance of the future) that the traditional view of 
omniscience simply cannot accommodate.”
CLARK PINNOCK, ‘AUGUSTINE TO ARMINIUS’
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DISTORTED BY OPEN THEISM

GOSPEL DISTORTIONS

“[S]ince God does not necessarily know exactly what will happen 
in the future, it is always possible that even that which God in his 
unparalleled wisdom believes to be the best course of action at 
any given time may not produce the anticipated results in the 
long run.”
DAVID BASINGER, ‘THE OPENNESS OF GOD’



The Gospel is:
PLANNED
BY GOD

BEFOREHAND

DISTORTED BY OPEN THEISM

GOSPEL DISTORTIONS

“It is God’s desire that we enter into a give-and-take relationship 
of love, and this is not accomplished by God’s forcing his 
blueprint on us. Rather, God wants us to go through life together 
with him, making decisions together. Together we decide the 
actual course of my life. God’s will for my life does not reside in a 
list of specific activities but in a personal relationship. As lover 
and friend, God works with us wherever we go and whatever we 
do. To a large extent our future is open and we are to determine 
what it will be in dialogue with God.”
JOHN SANDERS, ‘THE GOD WHO RISKS’
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REAL, HISTORICAL EVENTS

1 Corinthians 15:17; Luke 24:36

Why is this good news?
• Because it is REAL and TRUE!
• Therefore it can be trusted
• Therefore we can live in great hope
• Therefore we do not live in fear

GOSPEL ELEMENTS

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2024.36
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2024.36


The Gospel is:
AN OBJECTIVE,

PHYSICAL,
HISTORIC EVENT

DISTORTED BY MYTHOLOGISING THE RESURRECTION

“The probable fate of the crucified Jesus was to be 
thrown with other victims into a common, unmarked 
grave. The general consensus of New Testament 
scholars is that whatever the Easter experience was, it 
dawned first in the minds of the disciples who had fled to 
Galilee for safety, driving us to the conclusion that the 
burial story in the gospels is . . . legendary”
JOHN SHELBY SPONG

GOSPEL DISTORTIONS



The Gospel is:
AN OBJECTIVE

ACCOMPLISHMENT 
THAT PROVIDES 

FULL ATONEMENT 
FOR ALL 

WHO BELIEVE

CHRIST’S ATONING SACRIFICE IS SUFFICIENT
2 Cor 5:21, 1 Cor 6:19-20, Gal 3:13, Phil 2:8

Why is this good news?
• Jesus bore our sins
• Jesus paid the price of our redemption
• Jesus endured God’s wrath and condemnation in our 

place (propitiation).
• Jesus completed a life of perfect obedience.

GOSPEL ELEMENTS



The Gospel is:
AN OBJECTIVE

ACCOMPLISHMENT 
THAT PROVIDES 

FULL ATONEMENT 
FOR ALL 

WHO BELIEVE

DISTORTED BY DENYING THE ATONEMENT
“Jesus did not die for our sins. He died because he 
peeved a bunch of powerful people off ... He lived and 
preached a message of radical inclusion that threatened 
the status quo [and] the authorities killed him for it. ...The 
‘dying for sins’ business was a spin the Church applied at 
a later date.”
GLYNN CARDY, VICAR, ST MATTHEW-IN-THE-CITY, AUCKLAND

GOSPEL DISTORTIONS



The Gospel is:
A FREE OFFER 

RECEIVED BY FAITH 
ALONE IN THE 

WORK OF CHRIST 

SOLA FIDE/ GRATIA/ CHRISTUS

GOSPEL ELEMENTS

Why is this good news?
Because the accomplishment of the cross is offered freely 
to be received:

• by faith alone 
• apart from works of the law, i.e. apart from any work of 

the heart or hand at all, anything other than faith

Acts 16:30-31, John 3:16, Galatians 2:16



The Gospel is:
A FREE OFFER 

RECEIVED BY FAITH 
ALONE IN THE 

WORK OF CHRIST 

DISTORTED BY ROMAN CATHOLICISM
Christ instituted the sacrament of Penance for all sinful 
members of his Church: above all for those who, since 
Baptism, have fallen into grave sin, and have thus lost 
their baptismal grace and wounded ecclesial 
communion. It is to them that the sacrament of Penance 
offers a new possibility to convert and to recover the 
grace of justification. The Fathers of the Church present 
this sacrament as "the second plank [of salvation] after 
the shipwreck which is the loss of grace.
CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, ARTICLE 4 THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION, 1446

GOSPEL DISTORTIONS



The Gospel is:
A FREE OFFER 

RECEIVED BY FAITH 
ALONE IN THE 

WORK OF CHRIST 

GOSPEL DISTORTIONS

By treating “works of the law” as not all works but only 
ceremonial works of circumcision, food laws, and 
Sabbath-keeping. Thus when Paul says that “one is 
justified by faith apart from works of the law,” he is only 
excluding ceremonial Jewish boundary markers which 
contradict the Gentile-including scope of the gospel. But 
this has opened the door to allowing other moral works 
of love to slip in along with faith as the basis of our 
justification.
JOHN PIPER, HOW I DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE GOSPEL AND FALSE GOSPELS

DISTORTED BY REDEFINING JUSTIFICATION

NOTE: THE ABOVE QUOTE BY JOHN PIPER IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS BEING A COMMENTARY ON HOW A FALSE GOSPEL CAN BE CREATED BY
REDEFINING JUSTIFICATION.



The Gospel is:
AN INSTRUMENT OF 
SALVATION BASED 
ON FAITH IN WHAT 
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ACHIEVED

COMPONENTS OF THIS INSTRUMENT

GOSPEL ELEMENTS

1 Peter 1:23, John 3:36, Eph 2:8-9, Eph 1:7, Rom 5:1, 2 Cor 5:20

All these components are required for the instrument to work 
as it is shown in scripture

• Regeneration
• Eternal Life
• Faith
• Forgiveness
• Justification
• Reconciliation
• Adoption
• Sanctification consummated in glorification



The Gospel is:
AN INSTRUMENT OF 
SALVATION BASED 
ON FAITH IN WHAT 

CHRIST HAS 
ACHIEVED

DISTORTED BY PELAGIANISM
Pelagianism says that our will is free to will our faith 
and not so enslaved that we need any divine 
assistance to do so.

GOSPEL DISTORTIONS



The Gospel is:
AN INSTRUMENT OF 
SALVATION BASED 
ON FAITH IN WHAT 

CHRIST HAS 
ACHIEVED

GOSPEL DISTORTIONS

Arminianism (Wesleyanism) teaches that God helps all 
people overcome their deadness of soul and leaves to 
the decisive will of man whether to follow that grace and 
trust Christ and as a consequence be born again. In other 
words regeneration does not cause faith. Rather, faith, is 
a choice to agree with God’s grace and believe and thus 
be born again.

DISTORTED BY ARMINIANISM



The Gospel is:
AN INFINITELY 
HAPPY FUTURE 

DESTINY

THE PROMISE OF ATTAINING GOD HIMSELF

GOSPEL ELEMENTS

1 Peter 3:18 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.

Why is this good news?
• God saves us to give us Himself!
• The purpose of salvation is to be united with God

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.18


The Gospel is:
AN INFINITELY 
HAPPY FUTURE 

DESTINY

DISTORTED BY ELEVATING ANYTHING OVER CHRIST

If God’s purpose of salvation is to give us Himself,
then anything that competes with that purpose for our 
attention and our affection is a distortion of the Gospel.

GOSPEL DISTORTIONS



HOW TO IDENTIFY 
THE TRUE GOSPEL?

Ask yourself three questions
• How am I saved?
• What am I saved from?
• What am I saved for?

We are saved by grace through faith in the 
wrath-absorbing death of Jesus Christ on 

the cross, and justified in His resurrection as 
a substitute for us, the rebel law-breakers.

We are saved from a holy God, from His 
righteous wrath poured out eternally on 

every sinner who has disgraced His glory.

We are saved to have peace with God, to be 
holy, to be gathered among God’s people 

who live and love, and who magnify God by 
treasuring Christ and enjoying Him above 

everything in this world and the next.

GOSPEL ELEMENTS



DISTORTION BY REDEFINITION

THERAPEUTIC
GOSPEL

PROSPERITY
GOSPEL

ATTENTION
GOSPEL

SOCIAL
GOSPEL



THERAPEUTIC
GOSPEL

We are saved by becoming self-
authenticated and affirmed.

We are saved from self-
destructive negativity.

We are saved for 
self-confidence.

DISTORTION BY REDEFINITION



PROSPERITY
GOSPEL

We are saved by faith that 
produces health and wealth.

We are saved from poverty and 
financial heartache.

We are saved to enjoy financial 
abundance.

DISTORTION BY REDEFINITION



ATTENTION
GOSPEL

We are saved by remembering 
God more mindfully.

We are saved from ignoring that 
God exists.

We are saved to live more 
conscious of God.

DISTORTION BY REDEFINITION



ATTENTION
GOSPEL

DISTORTION BY REDEFINITION

TIM STEAD, VICAR OF HOLY TRINITY, HEADINGTON QUARRY, OXFORD

“... centuries of western negative attitudes to the 
body in favour of the hoped for purity of the mind 
have done untold damage to our understanding of 
things like sexuality, gender and our approach to 
the environment. Mindfulness begins to bring the 
body back into play in what, after all, is an 
incarnational religion (a religion of the flesh).
Something has gone very wrong in the way we 
have used the concepts of sin and judgement to 
engender feelings of shame and guilt which never 
led to genuine change in anyone but, more often 
only suppression and hiddenness. The non-
judging attitude of mindfulness offers us a way 
back from this too.



SOCIAL
GOSPEL

We are saved by focusing on the 
needs of others and being 
reconciled to one another.

We are saved from societal 
structures that promote 

injustice, inequality and racial/ 
cultural/ ethnic disharmony.

We are saved to bring about 
cultural transformation and 

restoration, upliftment of the 
poor, global peace, social justice 

and universal brotherhood.

DISTORTION BY REDEFINITION



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO BE MORE GOSPEL-DRIVEN?

• View every aspect of your life through the lens of the Gospel 
(songs you sing, books/ blogs you read, social media habits etc)  

• Understand the meaning of the Gospel by asking “what does 
this particular Gospel component look like in my life?” (e.g. If 
Jesus’ righteousness is imputed to me, what does that mean for 
when I feel guilty and ashamed of my sin? If people cannot come 
to faith unless God regenerates them, how should that impact 
my prayer life?)

• Keep rehearsing the Gospel in your mind so you can share it 
whenever required.

• Alert others to any distortions that you come across.

GOSPEL APPLICATION



THANK
YOU!


